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Prompt One: Women as a Marginalized Group during the Great Depression

In the novel, Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck’s portrayal of women as the root of all
problems and with no feelings parallels to history’s view of women. In the novella, George warns
Lennie about problems that could be associated with getting involved with Curley’s wife. George
warns, “Don’t you take a look at that bitch. | don’t care what she says and what she does. | seen
‘em poison before, but | never seen no piece of jailbait worse than her” (Steinbeck 32). George
is telling Lenny to avoid any problems on the ranch by simply ignoring Curley’s wife. Curley’s
wife is being depicted as a problem and not so much as a human being with feelings. Pulling
away from the novel, in history, women have been portrayed in the same way. An article states,
“Simply fire the women, who shouldn’t be working anyway, and hire the men. Presto! No
unemployment. No relief rolls. No depression.” The speaker claims that women should not be
working and there would be no depression if all women would just quit their jobs. In history,
women have been portrayed as the problem of the Great Depression and society does not
consider that women are people too and cannot simply “just quit their jobs”. People were
searching for a scapegoat in the Great Depression and unfortunately, women were chosen to fill

that role.



The Prompts

Prompt How does John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men consider traditionally marginalized populations?

1 Analyze how these people (women, people of color, the elderly, or poor) are represented within
the novella and compare how Steinbeck's representation of these people differs from how these
people were actually perceived within the time period. What can be inferred from the treatment
of these groups (or their absence) in the novel?

TS: State Argument/Restate Prompt(How are the marginalized characterized; what can be
inferred from the treatment of these groups?)

S: Lead in, evidence of Steinbeck’s representation

M: Interpretation of evidence (optional; do 2 matters if your lead-in is really strong)

Ma: Significance, connect back to topic sentence.

S: Transition away from Steinbeck’s representation to a comparison with history using a
primary source.

M:Interpretation of evidence (optional; do 2 matters if your lead-in is really strong)

Ma: Significance, connect back to topic sentence.

CS: Ultimately, what can be inferred from the treatment or absence of this group in the novel?

Prompt What impact would the fact that Steinbeck wrote this during the Depression have on its

2 reception by the two audiences it portrays: the migrant workers and the ranch owners? Analyze
how either the migrant workers or the ranch owners are represented in the novella (pick one)
and assess how either group would have responded to his or her characterization within the
novella.

TS:State Argument/Restate Prompt (How are migrant workers/ranch owners represented, and
how would this affect their reception of the novel?)

S: Lead in, evidence of Steinbeck’s representation.

M:Interpretation of Steinbeck's representation (optional; do 2 matters if your lead-in is really
strong)

Ma: Significance, connect back to topic sentence.

S: Transition away from Steinbeck’s representation to the audience's response using a primary
source (another quotation from Of Mice and Men would also work here).

M: Interpretation of evidence

Ma: Significance, connect back to topic sentence.

CS: Ultimately, what can be inferred about the audience response to Steinbeck’s novella?

Prompt Who was Steinbeck’s intended audience, and what was he trying to say to them? Identify the

3 intended audience of Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men and discuss what Steinbeck's intended
message to this audience may have been.

TS: State Argument/Restate Prompt (Identify the message and o whom the message was
intended)

S: Lead in, evidence of Steinbeck's message.

M: Interpretation of Steinbeck's message.

Ma: Significance, connect back to topic sentence.

S: Transition away from Steinbeck's message to Steinbeck's intended audience. Use a primary
source to indicate how this audience may have responded (another quotation from Of Mice and
Men would also work here).

M: Interpretation of evidence.

Ma: Significance, connect back to TS.

CS: Ultimately, how may this audience have responded to Steinbeck's message?
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